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UM STUDENTS LAND PRESTIGIOUS GOLDWATER SCHOLARSHIPS
MISSOULA -
Two University of Montana students, Hilary Martens and Elizabeth Morton, won 
prestigious Goldwater Scholarships during the 2006 competition. The awards provide up to 
$7,500 per year for university expenses.
The Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence in Education Program honors the 
deceased Arizona statesman who served 30 years in the U.S. Senate. Goldwater Scholars 
demonstrate outstanding academic performance and the potential to succeed in careers 
involving mathematics, the natural sciences or engineering.
Martens, a junior majoring in physics from Missoula, plans to earn a doctorate in space 
plasma physics. She hopes to conduct research with a team of scientists as an experimentalist 
on space missions, specializing in extraterrestrial magnetospheres.
Martens also writes music, and her composition, “Cassini,” inspired by her research on 
the NASA Cassini/Huygens Mission to Saturn, was performed April 3 as part of UM’s 
Composer’s Showcase.
Morton, a junior majoring in biology from Omaha, Neb., intends to earn a doctorate 
and conduct primary research exploring the nature and mechanisms of gene regulation.
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Both students were part of UM’s Davidson Honors College, which offers support and 
an enhanced curriculum — including opportunities for undergraduate research — to gifted, 
motivated students willing to take part in the program.
This year, 1,081 students were nominated for Goldwater Scholarships by faculty 
members across the nation, and 323 awards were given. Of those, 182 went to men and 141 
went to women. Thirty-two scholarships went to math majors, 234 are science majors, 47 
major in engineering and 10 are in computer science-related disciplines.
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